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	One More for New Consecration Sunday
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For many years I have been helping congregations improve their annual stewardship program using a program called, New Consecration Sunday. This year, I will be working with our Connecticut Farms and Woodbridge churches but could handle a third one. If you are looking for a proven, easy to use, and theologically sound approach to giving, this program may be for you. Here’s how it works: 
This annual financial campaign takes place over a period of at least six weeks from an initial meeting of the steering committee to the date of Consecration Sunday. The program kit includes an introductory audio cassette tape which can be played for the Finance Committee, Stewardship Committee, or Church Council; a Stewardship Program book for use by the members of the Steering Committee, a copy of the estimate of giving card, and a Guest Leader’s Guide.

The campaign involves a Guest Leader who conducts an initial meeting with the steering committee, a special Leadership Event for church council members and other church leaders, the Consecration Sunday worship services, and a presentation of the results at the Celebration Meal. Members of the congregation are recruited to share their testimonies on why it’s important to them to give to Christ through the Church and how it impacts their life of faith.

This program focuses on the need of the giver to give and invites everyone to consider taking one step-up in their personal stewardship as a disciple of Christ. The emphasis is not on paying the bills of the church. Instead, members are asked to consider what God is calling them to give in thanksgiving for the blessings they have received.

The congregation is responsible for: 

· 3 mailings – 2 letters to the total congregation and 1 letter to leaders in the church 

· 3 laity announcements for the 3 weeks prior to Consecration Sunday 

· Making phone calls to invite those who haven’t made a reservation for the Celebration Meal to attend Consecration Sunday and the Celebration Meal 

· A stewardship sermon by the pastor on the week prior to Consecration Sunday 

· Preparing a step-chart that outlines the number of giving units at each level of giving during the previous 12 months.

· Planning a meal or special refreshments for the Leadership Event held on the Sunday or Monday prior to Consecration Sunday. The Leadership Event is led by the Guest Leader. It is a time in which church leaders are thanked for their commitment to the church and participate in an inspirational stewardship message by the Guest Leader. In addition, they are asked to volunteer to make the necessary phone calls to those who still haven’t made a reservation for the Celebration Meal on Consecration Sunday. 

· Providing a meal on Consecration Sunday – it may be catered or provided by a few members of the congregation. It is not to be a potluck! 

This year your Guest Leader would be myself or anyone else you think is qualified. The Guest Leader changes each year you use the program, giving it a new feel each time. The cost is $9.00/Program Book for each committee member and $10.00/packet of 100 Estimate of Giving Cards from www.cokesbury.com, $250-$300 Honorarium for Guest Leader plus travel at IRS rate (after this year), and mailing costs, Leadership Event and Catered Celebration Meals.

If you would like to be my third church New Consecration Sunday, please contact me before September 1, 2011. May God bless your stewardship effort this year no matter how you approach it. Blessings.

The Rev. Greg Albert, Interim Executive Presbyter

Presbytery of Elizabeth, 908-755-3776

 

A letter from Nadia Ayoub in Ukraine

“And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me” Matthew 18:5.

Dear Friends and family,

[image: image4.emf]Peace and grace to you all from our God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the Savior. I continue to give thanks for all that the Lord has been doing here in Carpathian-Ukraine among and for the Roma people. Since the month of May the Lord has put it on my heart to start working with two Roma camps in Peterfalva. This is about 35 km. away from Beregszasz, where I live, and thanks to God there is a bus that goes there four times a day. I had the help of the two local pastors and Roma people who offered their homes in order to start preparing their children so they will be able to go to school later. Their two rooms needed a lot of work to be able to start.
By God's grace last Thursday was the first day in the two preschools in Peterfalva, which is south of Carpathian near the Ukraine-Romania border. The two Roma camps are separated by only one km, but they do not like each other, so by God's help we were able to do two preschools, each in a room of the camp leader's home. At 10:00 am I went to the first with the teacher, but the kids were not there yet and we start calling them from their homes. Within 15 minutes we started, and it went well for an hour and a half. Then again the same in the second camp—we waited until 10 of the 13 kids came. A few were missing because the parents had an argument with each other. Anyhow, we did work with the children and it was great to see that the children are eager to be in a classroom setting. I gave them some cookies for a snack, but some of the kids did not eat. Next time I need to give them bread with pork fat—that is what they like most. Tuesday, Lord willing, the pastor of the city will have an evangelizing meeting with all the families, but again in each camp separately. I am praying that during July and August the 6-, 7-, and 8-year olds will be ready to go to school, and then we will start with the 4-, 5-, and 6-year olds for the year, as the Lord permits. Trust God's blessings and success for the kids and this ministry.

Thank you again for your interest in what God is doing among the Roma people. Joy and blessings for all.

In Him,

Nadia

For more information read the 2011 Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study, p. 212.  

Write to Nadia Ayoub /  Give to Nadia Ayoub's sending and support

Abuse by Cell Phone

I saw the saddest sight this morning on West 53rd Street. 
A mother was walking her son to elementary school. Instead of helping him get ready for a challenging day, she was talking on her cell phone.  Instead of helping her son feel confident and capable, she was talking on her cell phone. Instead of asking him the questions that show a parent's interest and affirmation, she was talking on her cell phone.

He walked beside her and looked up at her, yearning for attention. She didn't notice. When they got to the school door, she didn't bother to say goodbye and wish him well. She was talking on her cell phone. That is child abuse.

(The above article was written by the Rev. Tom Ehrich, founder of the Church Wellness Project.)
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