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PC(USA) Events & News

See you at the Big Tent!

June 30—July 2, 2011
Indianapolis, Indiana

This summer, thousands of Presbyterians will gather from across the country to celebrate the mission and ministry of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). There are nine different partner conferences involved in the Big Tent. Choose just one or design your own Big Tent experience by registering for workshops that interest you.

· Clergywomen’s Leadership Institute/Young Women’s Leadership Development
· Evangelism and Church Growth Conference
· Healthy Ministry Conference
· National Elders Conference
· National Multicultural Church Conference
· Peacemaking Conference
· Presbyterian Communicators Network National Conference
· Racial Ethnic and Immigrants Convocation
· World Mission Matters
Presbyterian Camps and Conference Centers Events
May 31-Jul 28 at Stony Point
Farm the Land, Grow the Spirit
Seeking Justice, Partnering for Peace, Cultivating Community 
Sunday, June 12 (4pm) – Wed. June 15 (1pm)
Presbyterian Seminaries Events

Princeton Theological Seminary

Barth Conference 2011- Thomas Aquinas & Karl Barth: An Unofficial Protestant-Catholic Dialogue
The Alban Institute Newsletters

· Changing the Conversation: Nurturing a Third Way for Congregations
Click here for past articles
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	God of All Comfort

This week many of you received a letter from the Session of our Dunellen church expressing their pain and disagreement with the approval by a majority of presbyteries (including ours) of Amendment 10A. In it they gave their reasoning and added that they would be withholding Per Capita support from all three governing bodies, as a matter of conscience. The purpose of this message twofold. First, I want to assure you that the Presbytery Council will be meeting in the next few days to discuss how to respond to this situation and, second, to ask for your prayers both for the Dunellen congregation and the Presbytery.

The reason I ask for your prayers is because a lot of people are in pain. Whether or not you agree with the Dunellen leaders, we must recognize that this church has been faithful in its support of the Presbytery for nearly 200 years. It has paid Per Capita, participated in meetings of Presbytery, and provided able leaders for our committees. Indeed, the church’s pastor, the Rev. Jeff Wildrick, is currently chair of our Council. All of this is to say that the Dunellen church has been deeply involved in the life of Elizabeth Presbytery and must be in great distress over what has happened and their withdrawal of financial support.

The pain goes beyond the Dunellen church, however. There are those who have been on the other side of this ordination issue who feel that the Dunellen leaders are not showing the same forbearance that they showed for the past decade while they were in the minority. There are those who feel that no issue should be more important than maintaining the ties that bind. Some of these even agree with Dunellen’s core values. In short, the Presbytery is reeling with shock and pain.

At a time like this, we all need the comfort that only God can give. This is described by the apostle Paul in his second letter to the Corinthians: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.” (1:3-4) May all of us, especially the Dunellen Session, feel God’s comfort as we deal with this troubling event. 

Blessings,
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Greg Albert, Interim Executive Presbyter
Presbytery of Elizabeth

Voting tallies for proposed amendments to the Constitution
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Voting results are posted after official word is received in the Office of the General Assembly from presbyteries that have voted. Waiting for official word can create a lag between when a presbytery votes and when the results are posted.

Approval of Belhar requires 116 affirmative votes;
all other amendments require 87 affirmative votes
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For the complete list go to this link: 

http://www.pcusa.org/resource/ga219-voting-tallies-proposed-amendments/

Ask the Right Questions

When is good news not good news? When it distracts you from what you need to be doing.

Recent surveys of mainline and evangelical churches suggest a slight easing of financial pressure at some congregations. That is welcome news. However, the easing was accomplished mainly by laying off or cutting the pay of an estimated 500,000 clergy, plus another 50,000 who weren't hired, a “cutting of muscle,” as they say, that proves self-defeating when congregations starve for leadership.

Moreover, the easing isn't widely shared. The number of congregations reporting financial difficulty has doubled in ten years.  It hasn't been clear how much the recession contributed to churches' financial problems. Recession got the blame, but weakness in giving goes back at least thirty years, and church budgets were in crisis years before the recession began.  In any event, the recession lingers on – they call the current phase a “jobless recovery” – and unemployment, under-employment, over-indebtedness, and mortgage problems continue at disturbing rates.

So, the slight uptick in financial health at a few congregations doesn't mean the crisis is over, especially for mainline congregations. Their way forward isn't to wait out the recession, but to take action now on

· refocusing their energies 

· moving beyond over-reliance on Sunday worship 

· diversifying their ministries 

· adopting best practices in the basics 

· letting go of “magical thinking,” especially the delusion that a future can be found that doesn't require radical change and risk. 

The clock is ticking. Instead of relaxing at the first sign of financial improvement, church leaders must remember that our fundamentals still need to be adapted to the radically different world in which we find ourselves.

It's time to be asking the right questions. Here is what I think they are. Addressing them will go a long way toward the refocusing and diversifying that we need.

How can you serve young adults, both singles and those with families?

Not how can you lure them to Sunday services, but what can you do to make their lives better? Think, for example, about better day-care for children, social networking for singles seeking partners, free incubator space for entrepreneurs, mission teams, groups dealing with social needs, life questions and transitions. Young adults are asking deep questions about values -- not doctrine, but values for living decent, balanced lives and for making a difference.

How can you serve the needy, especially the newly needy?

Layoffs and unemployment, as well as under-employment and over-indebtedness, have cut a savage swath through every community. People unaccustomed to poverty find themselves falling closer to it. Think about job fairs, job counseling, support groups, advocacy in dealing with predatory banks, national job pools through denomination, self-employment support.

How can you serve the elderly, especially as they begin to lose benefits?

Think beyond the elderly folks already sitting in your pews. Think about a massive population needing help. Think about mission work for active elderly, adult day-care, health clinics, assistance in staying in the home, check-in arrangements in partnership with children.

How can you help public schools?

The collapse of public education in America is a tragedy that will keep on giving. You can find ways to help that don't violate church-state rules. Think about tutoring, English as a second language, after-school support, classroom assistance, equipment donations, recognition for teachers.

None of these possible ministries involves incremental improvements in Sunday worship. We've already spent way too much tweaking Sunday worship. These ministries would unleash energy, dedication – and, yes, financial support – as well as connect a living Gospel with living human needs.

 (The above article was written by the Rev. Tom Ehrich, founder of the Church Wellness Project.)
What’s Happening around the Presbytery
Let us know what is happening in your church.... we'll help spread the word.
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