	[image: image1.png]



	The Presbyterian

of The Presbytery of Elizabeth
	[image: image2.png]




	Volume 1, Issue 37
	September 2, 2011

	In This Issue

· Irene Aftermath
· Hurricane Irene – Situation Report
· Prepare for Emergencies
 

PC(USA) Events &News

· 9/11 Remembrance
· Church leaders point to worship resources for 9/11 remembrances
· Sustainable Pathways: Creation Care and Best Practices for Camp and Retreat Ministries-Sep. 19-23
· Celebrate Theological Education Sunday, Sep. 18
· Celebrate Evangelism: Sunday, Sep. 25 
Presbyterian Camps and Conference Centers Events
Camp Johnsonburg:
· Annual Golf Outing
Saturday, Sep. 10- 1 pm 
· Team-Building Retreat
Friday, Sep.30-Sat. Oct. 1
· Fall Sabbath Day 
Wednesday, Sep. 21
· Caregivers Sabbath Day  Sunday, Oct. 16
· Advent Workshop for Pastors – Thu. Nov.10
· Senior High Fall Retreat Nov. 17-19
· Junior High Retreat
Dec. 2-4
Stony Point Center's 3rd Annual Homecoming: Oct. 22-23, 
Presbyterian Seminaries Events

Princeton Theological Seminary
· The 2012 Princeton Forums on Youth Ministry: 
· Jan. 23 – 26, 2012
First Presbyterian Church, Santa Barbara-CA
· April 23 – 26, 2012
Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, NJ
· Institutes for Pastoral Formation and Renewal
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
· McClure Lectures 2011 – September 26-27
· Study Trip Explores Greece and Turkey – May 16-29, 2012
The Alban Institute Letters

· A Time for Trust
· Listening for God’s Leadings
· Changing Our Perspective
· The Pastor and Pornography
· Life after Governance Change
Contact Us

525 E Front St., Plainfield, NJ
Phone: 908-755-3776
Fax: 908-755-3216
office@elizabethpresbytery.org
www.elizabethpresbytery.org
 
Rev. Greg Albert      Ext. 3
Interim Executive Presbyter
Rev. Paul F. Rack    Ext. 2
Stated Clerk
Dave Bomgaars       Ext. 7
Treasurer
Bruce Pereyra          Ext. 5
Bookeeper
Sara Burke               Ext. 6
Administrative Assistant
Elizabeth Quintero    Ext. 1 Administrative Assistant 

Resource Center      Ext. 9


	Irene Aftermath

Soon after Tropical Storm/Hurricane Irene struck Elizabeth Presbytery, the staff began to contact churches about physical damages. We have now heard from about 80% of our 49 churches and I’m relieved to report that damages have been minor. Some facilities (including the Presbytery office) experienced flooding but that has been addressed. Several had some roof issues but not so bad that entire roofs will have to be replaced. A few had downed trees which have been or are being removed. The biggest problem seems to be a lack of power. Indeed, some of our communities are still without power even today (Friday). Although not life-threatening, being without electricity for more than a few hours is a real pain.

In addition to assessing the damage to our churches and manses, I contacted Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, just in case we might need them. I discovered that there are grants of up to $10,000 for churches that were affected by Irene without adequate insurance coverage so please know that money is available if you need help. Of course, utilize your insurance coverage whenever possible but don’t hesitate to contact me for any hurricane-related costs above and beyond your coverage. I also learned that grants of up to $10,000 are available from PDA for churches that want to help their communities so if you want to help your “neighbors” get back on their feet from the storm, don’t let money be a deterrent. And, remember, about 1/3 of your contributions to the One Great Hour of Sharing go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance so you deserve to benefit from your “investments.”

Of course, there is more to a natural disaster than the physical damage. There’s emotional stress. Many of us, including your Presbytery staff, have had to work from their homes (or, in my case, a travel trailer) while our offices were being made habitable. Some of us have lost sleep by tending to sump pumps and cleaning up basements. Many of you have lost food and have been unable to use your telephones or computers. This causes both physical exhaustion and a feeling of helplessness. To make matters worse, our people did not have the solace of gathering together in God’s presence because almost all of our services were cancelled last Sunday.

Hurricanes, earthquakes, flooding, leaking roofs, etc. are disastrous. They cause a lot of damage and, sometimes, loss of life. There is one thing, however, I can say for natural disasters - they are a reminder that we are not in complete control of our lives. They remind us that, ultimately, we need God – the same One who reached out to us in the midst of our sin “disaster” through the Son, Jesus Christ. Just as our God saved us from our state of sin, God will save you from the aftermath of Irene. So, I encourage you to trust in your Savior at all times. Let us pray: “O God, we thank you that Elizabeth Presbytery was, for the most part, spared from the latest disaster and we pray for those who were not so fortunate. Use this event, we pray, as a reminder that we are not alone but You are with us now and always. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

The Rev. Greg Albert, Interim Executive Presbyter

Presbytery of Elizabeth, 908-755-3776

 

Hurricane Irene - Situation Report

While the damage to homes from Hurricane Irene along the east coast can be classified as minimal, communities further inland are feeling the hurricane’s effects because of increased flooding. This is keeping with the general pattern of hurricanes. When hurricanes move over land, they lose wind strength but continue to dump large amounts of rain into streams, rivers and lakes. When the ground has previously been saturated from heavy rain —as was the case in many areas — the threat of serious flooding inland from the hurricane’s direct path exists.

Flood advisories were posted for much of New Jersey as well as portions of Vermont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York, Virginia and North Carolina.

As with most flooding situations, assessments cannot be determined until the water recedes; this is not expected for another couple of days. Once this happens, a better assessment of damage and needs can be determined.

At this time, we are not asking for volunteers to help with clean-up from the hurricane. Work teams are encouraged to express their interest by registering online or by calling the PDA Call Center at (866) 732-6121.

Prepare for Emergencies

Next time a major storm or crisis hits your community, watch how modern technology kicks into high gear. You have these same tools available to you.

As Hurricane Irene bears down on New York City, for example, we have these resources:
· A dedicated telephone line – dial 311 – provides information and practical help on virtually anything a resident could need, from reporting a water outage to asking where to find emergency shelter.

· Emailed alerts, such as subway and bus alerts and travel snarls.

· Web sites for weather maps, closings and preparation protocols.

· Major media (newspaper, radio, TV), as well as neighborhood media.

· And of course, the social media resources by which people help each other.

In an emergency, many acts of personal kindness and valor will happen, too. People tend to look out for each other, even in a big city. But it takes the tools of communications technology to provide accurate and timely information, so that panic is kept to a minimum and people can take action.

The time to prepare is in the calm days when emergencies aren't threatening. This is a good time for church leaders to take their emergency preparedness beyond word-of-mouth and signs on the church door.
Telephone assistance: Many people, especially older constituents, still depend on the telephone. A professionally staffed 311 line is beyond your reach, but you can ask a reliable parishioner to staff an information line. If nothing else, add an answering machine that lists service and event cancellations.

Emailed alerts: Be sure you have an email address for everyone in your congregation (except, of course, for that dwindling handful who don't use email.) Invest in a program (such as SendGrid and ConstantContact) that informs you when an address bounces.

Web site: In your email alert, drive people to your web site for the latest information. There you can embed weather maps, directions, and other useful information, as well as list emergency contacts.

Major media: Most radio and TV stations are glad to list closings.

Social media: Ask for Twitter and Facebook addresses. If Facebook has 750 million users, you can be sure that most of your constituents have Facebook addresses. Social media are useful for many reasons, not just emergency information.

Text messages: These employ a variety of delivery mechanisms, from Google to Yahoo to mobile phones. When you are updating your membership data, be sure to ask for mobile phone numbers and other ways to receive texts.

None of these emergency tools will cost you much, if anything. They do require the discipline of keeping data accurate. You can't prevent an emergency from happening, but you can alleviate some fears and panic by providing accurate and timely information.

You can use these same tools to organize cleanup and other responses, as well as to handle important matters other than emergencies.
(The above article was written by the Rev. Tom Ehrich, founder of the Church Wellness Project.)
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