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A. Motions for Presbytery

1. To receive Jeffrey Lee of The Presbyterian Church at New Providence as a candidate for minister of the Word and Sacrament. [Sense of Call on page 2]
 

B. Actions taken by the Unit/Committee 

1. Voted unanimously to approve Derek Wadlington of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield for Final Assessment.  He is allowed to begin to circulating his PIF and seek a call.  He will graduate from Columbia Theological Seminary in May 2006. 
2. Voted unanimously to approve Ann Shamy of the Lamington Presbyterian Church in Bedminster for Final Assessment.  She will begin to circulating her PIF and seek a call.

3. Voted unaimously to received Young Jin Park of the Korean Presbyterian Church in Elizabeth as an inquirer.
 

C. Items for Information
None


Sense of Call


I believe that I am called to be a minister of Word and Sacrament.  This sense of call is based on my life experiences as I have witnessed God moving me toward this role in the church.  


The first person to point me in this direction was my high school youth pastor.  He asked me if I had considered going into full-time ministry after I led a group on a short-term mission trip.  I remember my internal response being “Yes, without a doubt!” but my external response was more reserved.  My inner conflict at that point was based on a very real sense that I needed to wait in order to determine if my intentions were correct.  Even at that age, I knew that I didn’t want to base my sense of call on what I felt like I could bring to ministry.  I understood that my call needed to be based on God’s work in my life and not my own dreams.


I believe that God has initiated and confirmed my sense of call through a series of events and relationships since that time.  I had the opportunity to pursue a role in full-time ministry after my undergraduate studies but I felt led to work in the information technology field as a software developer instead.  I partly made this decision because of my understanding of the start of Jesus’ ministry.  The gospels demonstrate that Jesus utilized the words and images of the vocations of his day in order to announce the reign of God.  In addition, he most likely worked with teams and a variety of individuals. My opportunity to work with technology provided the same opportunities.


My experiences in the local church finally moved me toward pursuing a full-time vocation in pastoral ministry.  I recognized the deep needs that were present in the world and how God was moving me to serve as a leader in guiding others to serve.  I finally reached a point where I could no longer function as a full-time employee as a software developer, a husband and an active leader in my local church because my wife and I had our first child.  We realized that God had brought us to a point of decision.  We sought the Lord in prayer, consulted mentors, family, and friends, and clearly sensed that we should proceed with our life change.  In review, the culmination of my life experiences directed me toward moving forward with my sense of call as a minister of Word and Sacrament.  

Jeffrey Lee
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