Executive Presbyter Report 

Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Elizabeth

June 27, 2006

You will be asked to act on:

1.
SECOND READING of recommendations to the Presbytery regarding new responsibilities for the Executive Presbyter, the Stated Clerk, and the Presbytery Council

2.
Announcement and possible recommendation to the Presbytery concerning the detention of Indonesians from two of our member congregations in Metuchen and Edison

3.
Recognition of, and thanks to those completing Presbytery service

BACKGROUND
1.  The Presbytery Council and I have sought to improve presbytery focus on our vision in a number of ways:  Looking at what we do when we meet together in Stated Meetings; promote the connectional nature of the church by keeping presbyters aware of changes in the Synod and General Assembly that impact presbytery partnerships in mission with higher governing bodies; reviewing Council responsibilities; reviewing presbytery staffing and staff responsibilities; putting funds into mission partnerships among congregations, and between congregations and their community ministries, that further working together on evangelism and mission.  Today the Presbytery Council will ask you to look at a second draft of changing responsibilities for me and the Stated Clerk than those that we have been operating by in the Administrative Manual of Operations for the Presbytery of Elizabeth. (Current manuals are available for review at the Presbytery office and at the meeting itself.) If you approve these changes, you approve the way Paul and I and Council will undertake our work within the presbytery after today’s meeting. Should you have any questions before the meeting, you are welcome to contact members of Council, Paul, and/or me.


2.  Hours after we concluded our May Stated Meeting of the Presbytery, an Immigration and Custom Enforcement (ICE) team seized Indonesians in the bounds of our presbytery and placed them in detention centers in Elizabeth and Hudson County. Among those seized were Indonesians who were active in the First Presbyterian Church in Metuchen and the Oak Tree Presbyterian Church in Edison. Terrified children were separated from undocumented parents and placed in State protective care.   A high school senior has missed his prom and will miss graduation, though the principle and church have worked out a way for him to complete requirements for his high school diploma. The next step is usually deportation to Indonesia. Immigration Attorney, Joyce Phipps, has been working overtime to provide legal and support services (mostly pro bono) for those who can legally stay in this country. The Presbytery is asked to consider a Council recommendation to financially assist Joyce as we are direct beneficiaries. That will be presented today. You may also wish to speak to the Revs. Mercy Rumengan, Doug Grote, Sam Massengill, and Rick Oppelt about practical ways you can help them and their congregations in responding to the widespread fear this has created, the loss of family income, and uncertain futures for those family members separated from each other.

3.  Elders and Ministers of the Word and Sacrament make a vow to be active in “serving in the governing bodies of the church” (G-14.0207(i) and G-14.0405(b)9). The governing bodies function better with this participation and this partnership in mission. Many individuals find they learn more about the wider church from attending General Assembly, Synod Assemblies, Presbytery meetings, and participating in any number of functions and committees of those governing bodies above the session of the local church. This presbytery’s best advances have been through the dedication of members (not all of whom have been elders and ministers) who have thought and prayed and worked hard to see us moving toward God’s hope for the world as told in the pages of Scripture, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the creeds and confessions of the Reformed church, and the power of Holy Spirit. Some of those we honor tonight have served for 6 consecutive years. Many of those we honor have come to know more of you and the ministries within and beyond your church. Some have served sacrificially after the manner of Christ. All have set an example for others to follow—and the Nominating Committee or Council gladly seeks such servants of Christ.

Items for Information:

1.  This meeting we thank the Rev. Diane Curtis for her year as Moderator of the Presbytery of Elizabeth, welcome and install Elder Alan Ford (Bethlehem, Pittstown) as Moderator and the Rev. Dr. Michael Granzen (Second, Elizabeth) as Vice Moderator. Other new leaders include the Rev. John Illian (Central, Summit) and Elder Jack Paddon (Liberty Corner) as co-chairs of the Outreach and Social Concerns Committee, Elder Robert Jacob (Liberty Corner) as chair of Evangelism and Church Vitality Unit, Elder Judy Wussler (Fanwood) as chair of the Committee on Representation, and Benji Martin as Youth Advisory Delegate on Presbytery Council. 

2.  This summer two new ministers begin their ministries:  Brad Crump as Pastor at First, Carteret and Ian Rankine as Associate Pastor at New Providence. Welcome them into this presbytery’s fellowship. Brad comes to us from Washington state and Ian from Scotland by way of North Carolina. 

3.  Summer Growth.  I encourage all in the presbytery to take advantage of learning opportunities in and beyond the presbytery, particularly not overlooking our Presbyterian Conference Centers in Stony Point, NY; Montreat, NC; and Ghost Ranch in Abiqui, NM. Pray for pastors, church members, and those reached through Vacation Bible Schools, Youth Conferences, Mission trips, and conferences, and spiritual retreats.

4.  Stay connected to God, to each other, and to your communities. These are core values in our mission. More so, we stay energized by the things we do with and for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ. Visit each other’s churches one Sunday or a weekday activity. Step into a ministry to your community—or start one with others. Learn what others are doing near and far. Pray for one another, as Christ prays for you.

I thank my God for you Christians…whenever I think of you. My constant prayers for you are a real joy, for they bring back to my mind how we have worked together for the gospel from the earliest days until now. I feel sure that the One who has begun this good work in you will go on developing it until the day of Jesus Christ. (Phil. 1.3-6)








The Rev. Robert Foltz-Morrison
