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Moderator Elder Barbara McLaughlan’s

Report to The Presbytery of Elizabeth

November 25, 2008

The November 25th Presbytery meeting will include the examination and welcoming of a new pastor for our Carteret Presbyterian Church.  I hope all will attend to welcome and support the pastor and church.  

I want to bring to your attention the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) “big tent” event June 11-13, 2009, in Atlanta, GA, which will include 10 different PCUSA partner conferences, occurring concurrently, with common events.  These national partnerships include elders, immigrant ministries, multicultural churches, COM/CPM/healthy churches, racial ethnic, stewardship, communicators, peacemaking, social justice (PHEWA), evangelism and church growth.  More information is available at the website, http://www.pcusa.org/bigtent.    I hope Elizabeth Presbytery will be represented by many leaders of our churches.  

When Jill Hudson was with us in May, she recommended the book Unbinding the Gospel, by Martha Grace Reese.  This is the first book in Martha’s Real Life Evangelism Series arising from the Mainline Evangelism Project.  Having read most of the book, I recommend it to all sessions and those interested in evangelism.  It is an easy read.  Jill told me a couple of weeks ago this is the most important evangelism literature available to the Church in many years. 

Our Sister Organizations 

General Assembly (GA)

In response to concerns addressed to Council,  it has approved the following schedule of votes on the 218th General Assembly (2008) proposed amendments to the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and proposed ecumenical statements.  Additional information about these amendments and statements may be found at http://www.pc-biz.org. 

· Nov. 25th meeting, discussion and vote on the proposed ecumenical statements.

· An opportunity will be provided to submit written questions on the amendments to be discussed at the January meeting.  The questions will be answered at the January meeting. 

· A reprint of the discussion found in the October Outlook Magazine will be distributed to attendees.

· An analysis by the Governing Body Stated Clerks Association will be distributed.

· There are still some copies of the booklet from the GA Office of the Stated Clerk for those who have not received it already. 

· Jan. 24th meeting, discussion and vote on the proposed amendments to G-6.0106b, G-14.0240, and G-14.0450 (Item 05-09 on the GA agenda).  

· March 24th meeting, discussion and vote on the rest of the proposed amendments to the Constitution.  

You can find the information about GA mission activities, messages from the leadership, and support available on the PCUSA web site, www.pcusa.org.  

I will be attending the Moderator’s Conference in Louisville, Nov. 19th-23rd.  The 209th General Assembly (1997) voted to encourage the Moderator of the General Assembly to call an annual gathering of the Middle Governing Bodies’ (presbytery & synod) moderators providing the attendees the opportunity to meet and talk with national staff and receive some training on skills useful to the moderators.

Synod of the Northeast

Currently the Synod does most of its mission through the Presbytery Partnership 
Groups (PPGs).  These are groups of presbyteries which receive an allocation of the Synod mission & peacemaking funds each year to distribute to worthy projects within their areas.  Elizabeth Presbytery is in the New Jersey PPG with the 6 other New Jersey presbyteries and the Synod-wide Korean Presbytery.  

Elders Judy Wussler, Alan Ford, Barbara McLaughlan and Rev. Dottie Morris attended the Synod Design Consultation at Stony Point on Oct. 31st – Nov. 1st.  There were participants from all 22 Presbyteries in the Synod.   In the context of worship, opinions and ideas were solicited by the Design Committee on the current Synod structure, information that needs to be solicited from the Presbyteries, and options for the future. 

The Synod structure needs to be reviewed every four years.  This meeting is the first in a year long study of the current structure.  A recommendation for the next four years will be made to the Synod Assembly in Oct. 2009.  The Synod Assembly at their October 2008 meeting extended the current structure for another year so there would be time for this study.

Ordinations & Installations held and planned

The Rev. Rebecca (Becci) Curtis will be installed as Associate Pastor on December 7, 2008 at 2 pm at the Clinton Presbyterian Church.  Rev. Curtis was transferred from St. Augustine Presbytery, having previously served the Orange Park Presbyterian Church in Orange Park, Florida.  All are invited and encouraged to attend the service.  

Candidate Brian Madison’s ordination as Minister of Word and Sacrament will be at the New Providence Presbyterian Church on Jan. 11, 2009 at 3 pm.  He has been approved by the Presbytery of Lake Michigan for a validated ministry as religion faculty at Calvin College teaching theology to under graduates.  He will also have a part time position at the local Eastminster Presbyterian Church in Grand Rapids.  All are invited and encouraged to attend the service. 

The Rev. Sally Campbell is a member of Elizabeth Presbytery with permission to labor outside the bounds of the Presbytery in the Leigh Valley Presbytery. She has been Coordinator of Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem, PA for 10 years.  She has recently been promoted to Director of Pastoral Care, ACPE at the hospital.  I will participate with Leigh Valley in her installation in January 2009.  Two members of Presbytery are planning to attend with me.  Others are welcome.  

The Rev. Michael McCall Samson was installed as an Associate Pastor at the Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Nov. 16th.   Rev. Samson was transferred from Whitewater Valley Presbytery, having previously served the Second Presbyterian Church in Indianapolis, Indiana.

