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	Jean Rudyk

	P

	Clinton
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A
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	P
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	Chang Woo Lee
	P
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	P
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	P
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	P
	
	Rafael Rodriguez
	P
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	Joon Sik Kim 
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A
	
	
	A
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	John Howard
	P
	
	Wendy Johnson
	P
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	Paul F. Rack (I)
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	P
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	P
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	Gary Wetzel
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	A
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A
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	A
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	A
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	P
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A
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	A
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	Branwen Cook
	P
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	P

	Rahway, Second
	Douglas Muller
	P
	
	Dick Talbot
	P

	Roselle, First
	Karen Chamis
	A
	
	Albert McDonald
	P

	Scotch Plains, Willow Grove
	Diane Curtis (I)
	P
	
	Erich Wirth
	P

	Springfield
	Charles Baier (I)
	P
	
	Robert Halsey
	A
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	S. Allen Foster (I)
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	EP

A
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Pat Haddon
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P
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	Union, Connecticut Farms
	John Tipton
	E
	
	Sheila Griffin
	P

	Union, Townley
	Christopher Taylor
	P
	
	Lois Tangowski

	P

	Warren, Trinity United
	Elsie A. Rhodes
	P
	
	Karen Van Manen
	P

	Westfield (4)
	Raymond Roberts

Tina McCormick (A)

Victoria Ney (A)


	P

E

E
	
	M. Elizabeth McDiarmid

Claudia Heffner

Al Hein
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	P

P

P

P
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	Robert Boyar
	P
	
	Al Amatucci
	P


Specialized Ministers in Other Service of This Church (G-11.0410)

	Leslie Foltz-Morrison (NJ Interfaith Council on Disaster)
	E

	Robert Foltz-Morrison (Presbytery Staff)
	P

	William Ross Forbes (Board of Pensions)


	E

	Jupiaci Gomes (Millennium Presbyterian Community)
	P

	Linda Owens (Bound Brook PC, New Brunswick Presbytery)
	A

	Mercy Rumengan (Metuchen Indonesian Fellowship)

	P


Specialized Ministers in Service Beyond the Jurisdiction of this Church (G-11.0411)
	Erika Beer-Gerhard (Pastoral Counselor)


	E

	Leonard Bethel (Rutgers University)


	A

	Patricia Briegs (Therapist)



	A

	Sally Campbell (St. Luke’s Hospital)
	E

	Kathryn Henry (Peapack Reformed Church)
	A

	Linda Hora (NJ Veterans’ Home)
	P

	Jill Hedlund Kitsko (Ogden Memorial, Chatham)
	P

	Abraham Luckhoff (Union Church, Mexico City, Mexico)
	E

	Dorothy Morris (Norwood Terrace)
	P

	Arthur Pace (U.S. Army Chaplain)
	E

	Mark Smith (U.S. Navy Chaplain)
	A

	Jennifer Testa (Community Congregational Ch, Short Hills)
	P


Ministers-at-Large (G-11.0406b)

	Helen Beglin
	P

	Jennifer Butler
	E

	Reid Byers
	A

	
	

	Matthew Camlin
	E

	Robert Davis
	E

	Deirdre Greenwood White
	A

	Diane Hoppe-Hugo
	A

	Calvin Hsu
	A

	Fernando Jensen
	E

	Winter Lantz
	E

	Jeff Neufeld
	E

	John Oh
	E

	Robert Snell
	E

	Cynthia Strickland
	E

	Barbara Tipton
	E

	James Verser
	E


Retired Ministers
	Robert Beringer
	P

	Frederick Black
	E

	Russell Block
	E

	George Bonnell
	E

	Charles Brackbill
	E

	Keith Brown
	E

	Howard Bryant
	P

	Ray Downs
	E

	Thomas Evans
	E

	Else Farr
	E

	Charles Fitz
	E

	(S. Allen Foster) see Summit, Central above
	-

	Joseph Fowler
	P

	Joseph Garlic
	E

	Leonard Grant
	E

	Charles Hale
	E

	Charles Maxell
	E

	John Millar
	E

	(Hibbert Moss) see Carteret, First above
	-

	Robert Newbold
	E

	William Roberts
	E

	(S. Lorenzo Shannon) see Plainfield, United above
	
-

	Roy Sharrett
	E

	Timothy J.J. Shu
	E

	Joyce Stedge-Fowler
	P

	John Stephenson
	P

	John Talbot
	E

	Elmer Talcott
	P

	Je Sun Yoo
	E

	Edward Younken
	E


Elders Serving on Council
	Eunice Baer (Oak Tree), Moderator
	P

	Jennine Dumas (Bethlehem), Synod YAD
	A

	Alan Ford (Bethlehem), Vice Moderator
	P

	Susan Gieser (Berkeley Heights), COM
	P

	Mabel Hansen (United), PW


	E

	Lee Anne Lowman (Central), OSC
	P

	Barbara McLaughlan (Westfield), Synod NE
	P

	Helen Mosley (Siloam-Hope), EDU
	P

	Gerard Nelson (Liberty Corner), Trustees
	P

	Blanche Schaffer (Central), MaL
	P


Elders Who Have Served as Moderator
	Carl Allen (Basking Ridge)
	E

	John Cavicchia (Fanwood)
	E

	Maggie Chilton (Central)
	P

	Bonnie Ruggiero (Willow Grove)
	P

	Michael Young (Bethlehem)
	P


Corresponding Members
	Rev. Victor Aloyo, Jr. (Plainfield, Iglesia) Presbytery of NYC
	P

	Rev. Branwen L. Cook (Rahway, First) UCC
	P

	Rev. William Eggers (Third Westminster) ELC of America
	P

	Rev. Rebecca Laird (Summit, Central) Church of the Nazarene
	A


Others in Attendance
Sara Burke (staff), Elizabeth Quintero (staff), Cecelia Quintero (staff volunteer), David Bomgaars (Central), Betty Prezzy Bryant (Third-Westminster), Margaret Hoogsteen (Westfield), Joanne Noblitt (Rahway, First), Richard Sharrett (Fanwood), Suzanne Geiger (Dunellen), Jim Kuhlmann (Willow Grove), August Ruggiero (Willow Grove), Bonnie Ruggiero (Willow Grove), Cyndy Reames (Trinity United), Glory Thomas (Iselin, First), Beatrice Thomas (Iselin, First), George Curtis (Basking Ridge), Muriel Ryder (Basking Ridge), Jack Paddon (Liberty Corner), Dave Kelley (Clinton), Anne Kenderes (Calvin), Sandy Kling (Willow Grove), Connie Miller (Willow Grove), Michael Bradley (Elizabeth, First),  Maryjane Finne (Willow Grove), Judy Murphy (Willow Grove), Elizabeth Palmer (Willow Grove), Rev. Cynthia Cochran-Carney (Lackawanna Presbytery); Rev. Janet Vane Pederson (Monmouth Presbytery)
+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+

+
Minutes.

Moderator’s Call to Order.                      

The 612th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Elizabeth was held on Tuesday, March 28, 2006, at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church, in Scotch Plains, NJ.  The meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm (EST) with prayer by Elder Alan Ford (Bethlehem), Vice-Moderator of Presbytery. 

A quorum was present.

The Moderator introduced the Host Pastor, Rev. Diane Curtis (Willow Grove), who hobbled to the microphone (she had leg surgery a day before this meeting) and welcomed the presbytery and spoke of the history, tradition, staff, and mission of this church.  This church began as a small Sunday School.  They also founded the Interfaith Hospitality Network, now a national interfaith effort to house the homeless.  She also gave a preview of the facility.   

First time Commissioners were introduced from the Basking Ridge, Dunellen, Crescent Avenue, Liberty Corner, and Trinity United churches.

Stated Clerk.                                                                                         

Rev. Paul F. Rack (Fanwood), the Stated Clerk of Presbytery, presented the Consent Agenda including the following items: 

1.
The distributed Docket for this meeting. 

2.
The Minutes of the 611th Stated Meeting of presbytery.

3.
Excuses from the following presbyters: Ministers- Havrilla, Foster, Laird, J. Tipton, McCormick, Ney, L. Foltz-Morrison, Forbes, Beer-Gerhard, Campbell, B. Tipton, Verser; and Elders- Toke (Carteret), M. Bradshaw (Mountainside), Hansen (United), Allen (Basking Ridge), Cavicchia (Fanwood).

4.
Approval of the following proposals from the Presbytery Trustees: 
 

a.
The lease of the steeple by the Townley church.  (See Appendix I.)

b.
The sale of a manse by the Perth Amboy church.  (See Appendix II.)

c.
The guarantee of loans for the Edison Community church.  (See Appendix III.)

5.
Approval of a change in time for the June Stated Meeting of presbytery, at Bethlehem.  The meeting will begin at 4 pm and include a dinner. 

The presbytery VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.

Nominating Committee.                                    

Elder Betty Prezzy Bryant (Third-Westminster), chair, presented the report of the Nominating Committee.  After an opportunity to receive nominations from the floor, the presbytery VOTED to elect the following presbyters to their respective positions:

Committee on Preparation for Ministry
Rev. Victoria M. Ney (Westfield)

2009

Chair

Committee on Representation


Elder Judy Wussler (Fanwood)


2009

Chair

Outreach and Social Concerns Unit


Rev. John Illian (Central)


2009

Co-chair

Elder Jack Paddon (Liberty Corner)

2009

Co-chair


Commissioner to the Synod of the Northeast


Elder Kay Hurd (Trinity United)


2007

Rev. Dorothy Morris (MaL)


2007

Alternate Commissioners to the Synod of the Northeast


Joseph Fowler (HR)



Barbara McLaughlin (Westfield)

Council.                                                                         
Rev. Robert Martin (Crescent Avenue), chair, presented the report of the Council of presbytery.  

1.
He brought before the presbytery the first reading of proposed new position descriptions for the Executive Presbyter and the Stated Clerk/Administrator.  (See Appendix IV.)  Rev. Robert Beringer (HR) interpreted this document for the presbytery, which represents a “paradigm shift” from the way presbytery has functioned in the recent past. 

2.
Rev. Martin also introduced the new proposal for a Worship and Theology Team (WATT) to oversee worship at presbytery meetings, and other issues.  (See Appendix V.)

3.
He also announced that there will be a Trinity Sunday Multicultural Gathering for the whole presbytery on June 11, at the Central church, in Summit.  The presbytery VOTED to authorize the celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at this service.


Treasurer’s Report.                       

Elder David Bomgaars (Central), Treasurer of Presbytery, presented his report.  (See Appendix VI.)  Per capita and mission pledge income is coming in on schedule, and the presbytery now enjoys a positive cash flow.   

Presbytery Task Force on Peace, Unity, and Purity.               

The Moderator introduced Rev. Al Tisdale (Basking Ridge), chair of the Presbytery Task Force on Peace, Unity, and Purity.  

Rev. Steven McConnell (Liberty Corner) presented the basic outline of the report of the PCUSA Task Force.

The PUPTF was charged with examining issues of Christian identity, with particular focus on several areas of perceived controversy.  The report is a wonderful journey through Presbytery history, theology, and polity.  The Task Force identified three bedrock convictions: the triune God loves, saves, and empowers the church.  What do we know, hope, and do?  

The Task Force experienced pain and penitence of their work and life in the church, as well as gratitude and joy which developed in their relationships on the Task Force.  

In Christology, the report affirms the truth that the church is inspired by the power of the affirmation that Jesus s Lord.

In Biblical  authority and interpretation, the report affirms the centrality of Christ, the “plain sense” of the text, the principle of interpreting scripture by scripture, the rule of love, and the rule of faith.  There were disagreements on the Task Force concerning what constitutes faithful pastoral application of scriptural teaching.  They agreed to both respect conscience and exercise mutual forbearance.

In sexuality and ordination, the report acknowledges that Scripture does not have a fully developed theology of ordination.

The Task Force gives the following recommendations: 1) Witness to visible oneness and live in unity with each other.  2) Engage in process of intensive discernment through worship, community study, and collaborative work.  3)   Study the theological reflection portions of the report.  4) Explore alternative forms of discernment, in addition to parliamentary procedure.  5) Offer an Authoritative Interpretation of the G-6.0108: Affirm the Book of Order and the Book of Confessions; keeping the standards determined by the whole church which are established solely by a constitutional approval process.  At the same time, ordaining and installing bodies have the responsibility to apply these standards, asking whether someone has departed from constitutional standards and whether that departure constitutes a departure from essentials, and if necessary barring candidates from ordination installation.  There remains a process of review by higher governing bodes.  We are advised to outdo one another in respecting each other’s decisions.  6) No further Authoritative Interpretations or amendments on these issues for a period of time.

Elder Richard Sharrett (Fanwood) offered an assessment of the weaknesses of the report.

We are brothers and sisters in Christ even when we disagree.  Dietrich Bonhöffer said that the church is given by the Christ we have in Scripture.  While human love is an end in itself; spiritual love comes from Jesus Christ, serving him alone.

Elder Sharrett’s objections centered on the absence of substantive agreement on the Task Force after two years as a group.  There was also an absence of any interpretation of Romans 1:26-27.  He noted that God is not going to bless same gender relationships.  The Task Force exhibited a failure to rely upon our current confessional documents as a starting point.  He felt the advocacy of “local option” in ordination decisions would violate the plain sense of the text of Scripture.     

Rev. Susan Joseph (Christ) offered a positive view of the report and its recommendations.

We need to get over the division of the church into winners and losers and hurt by the toxic by-products.  The Task Force had twenty people from diverse places in terms of theology.  One powerful section of the report s “pain and penitence” where each member confessed how they had alienated others by their opinions and actions.  We must also confess our part in alienating parts of the Christian community; come to grips with our win/lose attitude on issues of great important and close division.  The Task Force produced a win/win solution: standards remain, but conscience is affirmed.  This disappoints advocates on both sides: those who hoped the standards would change, as well as those who resist giving the right of conscience to dissenters.  Both extremes view themselves as losers and express willingness to conduct further battles.  The Authoritative Interpretation seeks to restore the dynamic tension between national standards and local conscience on non-essential matters.  The question of what is essential is fundamental.  The report asks us to listen to each other.  Their vision is tried and true in the life of the Task Force already.  Listen to the leading of the Spirit.  Read the report.   

Elder Betty Prezzy Bryant (Third-Westminster) then moderated a discussion. 

THE PRESBYTERY AT WORSHIP.
Rev. Elsie Armstrong Rhodes (Trinity United) preached a sermon commemorating the 50th anniversary of the ordination of women to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament.

Asset Sharing Time. 

The presbytery invested some time in sharing between the churches different approaches and practices that are working.  The theme for this meeting was “Inter-Congregational Networking,” or, how different  congregations in our presbytery are working together with one another in common activities.  Mentioned was a Wednesday evening Lenten program where pastors travel to a different congregation each week.  Also a partnership between the Basking Ridge church, from the western part of our presbytery, and the Siloam-Hope church, from the urban east.  And the Linden Interfaith Council which is doing a Lenten program.  And PRISM’s work with youth, doing retreats with neighborhood young people.  And a joint confirmation class shared between the Woodbridge church and others.  And the Hispanic Fellowship housed at the United church in Plainfield, with regularly shared celebrations of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.      

Committee on Ministry.
                                                                                                        

Elder Susan Gieser (Westminster), chair, presented the report of the Committee on Ministry.

1.
The presbytery VOTED to approve the warrant authorizing the formation of an Administration Commission for the Townley church.  (See Appendix VII.)

2.
Elder Gieser then presented Rev. Cynthia Cochran-Carney (Presbytery of Lackawana), a candidate for the position of pastor at the Willow Grove church.  Rev. Cochran-Carney was examined by the presbytery on her distributed statement of faith and her vision for ministry at the Willow Grove church.  The presbytery VOTED to receive Rev. Cochran-Carney as a member of Elizabeth presbytery, and to approve the following terms of call:

Terms of Call 
Salary




31,731

Housing



24,000

Utilities




  4,800

Social Security Offset


  4,631

Pension and Medical (31%)

18,765

Travel and Ministry Allowance

  2,500

Continuing Education Allowance
  1,700


Total




$88,127
Elder August Ruggiero (Willow Grove) reported a unanimous vote of the congregation on March 5, 2006, at a meeting moderated by Rev. Diane Curtis.  Elder Warren Braunwarth (Central) offered a prayer with Rev. Cochran-Carney and members of the Willow Grove church who came forward.

3.
The presbytery VOTED to dismiss the Rev. Cynthia Strickland to the Presbytery of Coastal Carolina. 

4.
Elder Gieser then reported the following actions taken by the Committee on Ministry under the authority of G-11.0502h:

a.
Approved the following Administrative Commission to install Rev. Michael Burkley as pastor of the Bethlehem church, in Pittstown on February 12, 2006 at 4:00 pm.

Elder Alan Ford (Bethlehem), Vice-Moderator of Presbytery

Elder Susan Gieser (Westminster)

Elder Barbara McLaughlan (Westfield)

Rev. John Howard (Siloam-Hope)

Rev. Karen Harrison (Clinton)

Rev. Joseph Fowler (HR)

Rev. Gregory Horn (Cranford)

Also participating: Rev. Timothy Harrison (Clinton) and Rev. R. Scott Burkley (New  Castle Presbytery).

Moderator.                                              
Rev. Diane Curtis (Willow Grove), Moderator of Presbytery, gave her report.  She presented the following members of the previously approved Administrative Commission to work with the Townley church:

Elder Eunice Baer (Oak Tree)

Elder Margaret Chilton (Central)

Elder Charles King (Basking Ridge)

Elder Lynn Santulli (Pluckemin)

Rev. Peter Hofstra (Perth Amboy)

Rev. Diane Hoppe-Hugo (MaL)

Rev. John Naugle (Osceola)

The presbytery VOTED to appoint these members to the Administrative Commission.

Third-Westminster Administrative Commission.                                 

Rev. John Luyben (Westminster), a member of the commission, presented the Final Report of the Administrative Commission which worked with the Third-Westminster church, in Elizabeth.  (See Appendix VIII.)

Other Business.

Rev. Brooks Smith (Watchung Avenue) made an announcement concerning the legislation pending in the United Stated Congress which would be severely detrimental to the life of immigrants to this country and jeopardize the work of the church in serving needy people. 

Adjourn.
The presbytery VOTED to adjourn with prayer by the Vice-Moderator at 9:34 pm (EST).
Attest:

Rev. Paul F. Rack

Stated Clerk
