#23





If you have any questions about this report, please contact Council’s Synod Rep.


Elder Judy Wussler


Telephone (908)889-1709; e-mail jwwussler@aol.com





SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST


NJ/Eastern Korean Presbytery Partnership Group


Report to Presbytery October 28, 2006





First Presbyterian Church, Hightstown, NJ - September 9, 2006


Attending from Elizabeth Presbytery:  


Commissioners Rev. Michael Burkley, Elder Judy Wussler,


Rev. Robert Foltz-Morrison, Executive Presbyter (advisory)





Rev. Michael Burkley led the group in opening worship, reading the texted scripture passage from his cell phone.





Rev. Clint Mc Coy, co-Synod Executive, addressed the PPG with the question:  How are PPGs going to move forward?  He said how very important it is that every Presbytery Council have a Synod rep on their council.  (Elizabeth is one of the few that does.)  It is critical that council members understand how PPGs are working.





As far as how the concept of PPGs is playing out within the Synod of the Northeast, some of them are still “underground”; different PPGs seem to have different foci.  Ours is the largest PPG in the Synod.  Nancy Lomberk at the Synod is the Presbytery connection person, with regard to printed information.





How can we share our stories with other Presbyteries?  What can our Presbytery “jump in on” that you’re doing, and vice-versa?





The PPG plans to have a “clearinghouse” for youth events across the state.





Did you know:  The Governor of New Jersey meets twice a year with church leaders.  (Some governors have been more intentional about it than others; Gov. Corzine seems to endorse the idea.)  Now that we’re a PPG, maybe we can relate to this in a better way.





Some concerns from the commissioners:


What does the future hold for transpresbytery camps which seem to be less and less supported by Presbyteries?  How do we as a PPG generate enthusiasm?


PPGs have each been given $20,000 to spend on consultants, projects, grants, peacemaking activities within NJ and among the Eastern Korean Presbytery.  We’re not sure how we’re going to spend it.  A committee of six will be drawing up some guidelines.  We’ve already gotten a couple of grant requests.  All partnership grants are required to be cross-Presbytery.


What do we do with $60,000 of Synod money that’s sitting in a bank account for campus ministries?





Next meeting of all PPGs will be at Synod Assembly October 20-21, 2006.





						Judy Wussler, Elder Commissioner








For further information about the Synod of the Northeast and Presbytery Partnership Groups,


please visit the Synod’s website at synodne.org





