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If you have any questions about this report, please call the Chairperson,

Elder Gerard Nelson, prior to the meeting.

Telephone (CellPhone) 908.334.3500; e-mail: gerardnelson10@aol.com

The Trustees of The Presbytery of Elizabeth

Motion of the Trustees for consideration by the Presbytery of Elizabeth
at its Stated Meeting on September 25, 2007.

WHEREAS, the First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth (“Elizabeth – First”) found its old and historic physical plant and cemetery in dire need of substantial structural and other repairs, the accomplishment of which  exceeded the financial and other resources of the congregation, and 

WHEREAS, the Session of Elizabeth – First established the Old First Historic Trust, (“Trust”) a separate New Jersey corporation, a qualified charitable organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, approved the by-laws of the Trust, elected Trustees of the Trust, and designated the Pastor of Elizabeth – First  to serve as an ex officio Trustee, and 

WHEREAS, the Session of Elizabeth – First authorized the Trust, on its behalf, to solicit funds, apply for grants from private and public sources, receive funds from such sources, disburse funds for renovations, structural repairs, and the preservation, appropriate safe-keeping, and educational use of many rare historical documents related to Elizabeth – First and the Elizabeth community, and oversee, or arrange for appropriate oversight of, work performed by contractors,  and 

WHEREAS, Elizabeth – First has received several substantial grants, including one grant that is intended to provide funds for future operating expenses, and 

WHEREAS, in response to a grant application, the New Jersey Historic Trust (“NJ Trust”) awarded Elizabeth – First a grant of $750,000.00 (seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars) for repairs to the exterior of the church structure and cemetery and for renovations and repairs to the Parish House (used by the congregation to provide various services to the community, including a hot meal program, clothing exchange, and the Red Ribbon Fellowship, an outreach to persons with, and affected by, HIV/AIDS), and 

WHEREAS, as a condition of receiving the grant from the NJ Trust, Elizabeth – First must grant an Historic Preservation Easement (“Easement”) to the NJ Trust, which Easement requires Elizabeth – First to obtain and carry insurance against casualty damage and destruction and other insurable liabilities and to maintain and preserve intact, for a period of 30 (thirty) years, those elements of its property renovated, repaired, or improved with funds from the grant, and 

WHEREAS, under the terms of the Easement, failure of Elizabeth – First to maintain and preserve intact those elements of its property renovated, repaired, or improved with funds from the grant could cause the NJ Trust to use legal processes to compel the required maintenance and preservation, undertake the required maintenance and preservation at the expense of Elizabeth – First, or require the repayment of all or a portion of the grant, and 





WHEREAS, the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) requires (G-8.0501) that a congregation obtain Presbytery approval of any encumbrances to its real property, and

WHEREAS, the Trustees of the Presbytery of Elizabeth (“Presbytery Trustees”) have reviewed the Easement and concluded that it constitutes an encumbrance requiring approval of the Presbytery, and 

WHEREAS, the Presbytery Trustees at their meeting on September 5, 2007 concluded that granting the Easement required by the NJ Trust was reasonable in light of the resources provided to the congregation and voted (Trustee Gerard Nelson, who also serves as a Trustee of the Old First Historic Trust, not voting) to recommend that the Presbytery of Elizabeth, at its Stated Meeting on September 25, 2007, approve Elizabeth – First granting the encumbrance to its property.  

THEREFORE, the Trustees of Elizabeth move that the Presbytery of Elizabeth approve Elizabeth – First executing the Easement required by the NJ Trust provided (a) that the Easement shall acknowledge the Trust provisions (G.-8.0200) of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and (b) that prior to Elizabeth – First executing the Easement:  (i)  the Easement it shall have been approved by the Session and Administrative Commission at Elizabeth – First and by the Elizabeth – First Congregation and Corporation at a meeting called for such a purpose, (ii) a final copy of the Easement document shall have been reviewed and approved  by the Presbytery Trustees at a regularly scheduled meeting or, if that is not practical, by two designated Presbytery Trustees, and (iii) the Session or Administrative Commission has obtained  insurance coverage of the types and in the amounts required by the Easement.  
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