Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Worship and Theology Team is planning an opportunity to share our theological views in a small group Mutual Invitation setting at the September Presbytery meeting.  In anticipation of sharing our thoughts regarding our faithfulness to God vis a vis God’s faithfulness to us, we offer you the following food for thought on the nature of faith.  Please find some time in your busy schedule to look over the “Four Meanings of Faith” below as preparation for our mutual sharing.






Rev. Susan Joseph Rack






Convener, Worship and Theology Team

Four Meanings of Faith

(Latin etymology)

Faith as Assensus—English equivalent: “assent”


This is faith as belief in the sense of giving one’s mental assent to a proposition, as believing a claim or statement to be true.  In this sense faith is primarily a matter of the mind.  This is quite a dominant understanding of faith since the rise of modern rationalism.  


The opposite of this way of faith is disbelief or doubt.

Faith as Fiducia—closest English equivalent: “fiduciary”


This is faith as “trust,” specifically radical trust in God.  Significantly, it does not mean trusting in the truth of a set of statement about God—that would be assensus (above).  Rather it means trusting in God as one might trust water to buoy up one’s body in the ocean.  Faith in this sense is radically entrusting one’s life to God.


The opposite of this way of faith is mistrust, anxiety or worry.

Faith as Fidelitas—English equivalent: “fidelity”


This is faith as faithfulness to God in the sense of loyalty, allegiance and commitment at the deepest human level of the heart.  This does not mean faithfulness to statements about God, whether biblical, credal or doctrinal, but rather faithfulness to the God to whom the Bible, creeds and doctrines point.  Faith in this sense includes an ethical imperative to love what God loves according to a radical centering in God. 


The opposite of this way of faith is adultery or idolatry.

Faith as Visio—English equivalent: “vision”


This is faith as a way of seeing “what is” in its wholeness.  This is faith in God’s vision of the whole creation as a life-giving and nourishing environment for God’s creatures.  Faith in this sense is viewing reality as gracious because God is gracious.  It leads to radical trust and self-forgetfulness, and generates a willingness to spend and be spent for the sake of God’s vision.


The opposite of this way of faith is paranoia or indifference.

PLEASE NOTE: “trust,” “fidelity” and “vision” are all necessarily relational in orientation.

