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The language of worship and theology can be a powerful force in shaping our conceptions and experiences of God and of 

ourselves.  The search for a more adequate language should be done with careful study in thoughtful dialogue with others, 

with sensitivity to the opinions and feeling of all involved.  This booklet offers the guidelines as reaffirmed by the 212th 

General Assembly (2000) and made available to churches.

GUIDELINES AND DEFINITIONS ON INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

Hardesty, Nancy A. John Knox Press BOOK

This book was on the 1988 Presbyterian Women's Reading List. A handbook to help persons see the problems of gender-

shaped language and the difficulties in overcoming the problem. Concrete and practical suggestions.

INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE IN THE CHURCH
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