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Committee on Children and the Sacraments Westminster Presbyterian Church, Berkeley Hts. BOOK

Prepared by the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Berkeley Heights, for use by its families in exploring the sacraments. 

Includes background on communion, baptism and worship in the Presbyterian tradition.

BAPTISM AND COMMUNION: HANDBOOK ON CHILDREN

AND THE SACRAMENTS

World Council of Churches BOOK

Faith and Order Paper No. 111.  If the member churches are to achieve a visible unity, one of the prerequisites is that they 

should be inbasic agreement on baptism, eucharist and ministry.  These three statements are the fruit of a 50+ year 

process of study; they also reflect ongoing consultation and collaboration between Commission members and with local 

churches.  Responses are invited from churches.

BAPTISM, EUCHARIST & MINISTRY

Willis, David, editor Office of the General Assembly, UPCUSA BOOK

A guide to the recommendations on baptism made by the 184thGeneral Assembly (1972), UPCUSA.  A contemporary 

statement of the meaning of baptism to United Presbyterians.

BAPTISM: DECISION AND GROWTH

Willis, David, editor Office of the General Assembly, UPCUSA BOOK

Copy 2. Recommendations on baptism by the 184th (1972) General Assembly.

BAPTISM: DECISION AND GROWTH

Franciscan Communications VIDEO

The true story of a scarred and orphaned Mexican boy who finds a home and a family.  His story leads to an explanation 

of baptism as the sacrament of welcome into God's family.

BAPTISM: SACRAMENT OF BELONGING

Byars, Ronald P. Geneva Press, 2005 BOOK

A guide to the Lord's Supper for Presbyterians.

BREAD OF LIFE

Britton, Colleen Educational Ministries, Inc. BOOK

A resource that provides children with a special lesson of their own related to the Lord's Supper on days when the 

congregation is celebrating Holy Communion.  The children are then led back into the sanctuary to take communion with 

the rest of the church family.  The lessons included here are 15-20 minutes in length.  Included are worship services.

CELEBRATE COMMUNION
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Emerson, James G. Emerson Communication Corp. BOOK

A Christian Seder, which can be used by groups large or small.Text is faithful to the Hebrew tradition and reflects the 

Christian interpretation of events that are fulfilled in JesusChrist.  Includes background on why Christians should observe 

the Seder, preparations for the Seder, and an order of service for the Seder.

CHRISTIAN SEDER

Wallis, Charles L., editor Baker Book House BOOK

Source books for ministers.  Ministers who have been seeking out materials to enrich their communion services will find 

much practical help here.  Preaching as well as worship suggestions are

included.

COMPLETE SOURCE BOOK FOR THE LORD'S SUPPER

PREP, 2010 DVD

Baptism and Communion in the Reformed tradition are celebrated in this resource from the Presbyterian Reformed 

Educational Partners (PREP). Five Reformed denominations jointly produced this DVD to help congregations start 

conversations about the Sacraments with new parents, new members, confirmation classes, and officers. Use this resource 

for nurturing disciples of all ages.

GIFTS OF GOD: THE SACRAMENTS

Levison, Frederick The Saint Andrew Press BOOK

This book contains sermonettes as seed thoughts that ministers may develop in their own way to introduce the sacrament 

of Baptism.  They are addressed not only to the parents and the congregation, but often take the place of the customary 

children's address.

GOSPEL AT INFANT BAPTISM

Westminster Press BOOK

Copy 2

HOLY BAPTISM: SUPPLEMENTAL LITURGICAL

RESOURCE 2

PCUSA Westminster Press BOOK

Holy Baptism and Services for the Renewal of Baptism. Sections include:  Baptism: Problems and Promise; An Order for 

Holy Baptism; Commentary on An Order for Holy Baptism; Affirming God's Gift in Baptism; Occasions for the Renewal 

of Baptism; Services for the Renewal of Baptism; Adapting the Services for Particular Circumstances; Notes; Sources of 

the Liturgical Texts; For Further Reading.

HOLY BAPTISM: SUPPLEMENTAL LITURGICAL

RESOURCE 2

Jespersen, Richard A. BOOK

Baptism is a pivotal occasion for every Christian.  Richard Jespersen's thoughtful contemplations connect our common 

experience of water with the sacred meaning of baptismal water. Including numerous scripture quotations, this creative 

look at what God has done through baptism will help readers of all ages approach the sacrament with deeper reverence.  

Illustrated by Brenda Hermundstad Yirsa.

I AM BAPTIZED!
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Union Theological Seminary in Virginia PERIODICAL

A Journal of Bible and Theology, this issue concentrates on the Eucharist as the church's central act of worship.  Each 

article explores a different way to interpret the Eucharist.

INTERPRETATION: EUCHARIST [JANUARY 1994 ISSUE]

Office of Theology and Worship Office of Theology and Worship, PCUSA, 2006 BOOK

The Sacraments Study Group of the Presbyterian Church (USA) prepared this guide to help congregations practice five 

disciplines to further the goal of renewal through Word and Sacrament.

INVITATION TO CHRIST: A GUIDE TO SACRAMENTAL PRACTICES

Galbreath, Paul Alban Institute, 2008 BOOK

The communion table stands as an intersection between Word and Sacrament, between memory and hope, between pastor 

and congregation, between receiving and serving, and between community and individual. Leading from the table, says 

Paul Galbreath, professor of preaching and worship, is a way of thinking, speaking, acting, and living that grows out of 

learning to recognize and embody these connections in our lives as a congregation and as individuals.

LEADING FROM THE TABLE

Davison, James E. Geneva Press BOOK

What baptism means in a Presbyterian church.  Sacramental features of baptism; symbolic meaning of water; being 

baptized in the name of God; recitation of baptismal (Apostles') creed; and how baptism leads to service.

LIVING WATER: A GUIDE TO BAPTISM FOR PRESBYTERIANS

Yernberg, Ralph Augsburg Fortress BOOK

New Journeys Series.  This 10-session course helps the teacherand students understand the personal and corporate nature 

of the baptismal covenant, see the baptized life as a lifelong journey of faith, sense their calling as part of the body of 

Christ, and be able to articulate their faith in the context of daily life.

LIVING YOUR BAPTISM, STUDENT BOOK

Yernberg, Ralph Augsburg Fortres BOOK

New Journeys Series.  This 10-session course helps the teacher and students understand the personal and corporate nature 

of the baptismal covenant, see the baptized life as a lifelong journey of faith, sense their calling as part of the body of 

Christ, and be able to articulate their faith in the context of daily life.

LIVING YOUR BAPTISM, TEACHER GUIDE

Willimon, William H. The Upper Room BOOK

For those who want to explore the meaning of baptism and its significance for daily life.

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE: BAPTISM, A MODEL FOR

CHRISTIAN LIFE

Battin, Barbara Presbyterian Peacemaking Program, PCUSA, BOOK

Copy 2

SACRAMENTS AND SEASONS

PEACEMAKING THROUGH WORSHIP, III
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Fogle, Jeanne S. Geneva Press, 1984 BOOK

Explains baptism and communion to children.

SIGNS OF GOD'S LOVE: BAPTISM & COMMUNION

Willimon, William H. The Upper Room BOOK

The Bread and Wine of the Lord's Supper are the normal food for Christians.  Invites readers to experience God.  Very 

readable.

SUNDAY DINNER: THE LORD'S SUPPER AND THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Wallis, Charles L., editor Harper & Brothers BOOK

A communion encyclopedia.  A treasury of resources for Communion worship: complete services, Communion prayers, 

meditations on the meaning of the Supper, suggestions for hymns and special music, also Calls to Worship, Invocations, 

Benedictions, Scripture selections, Church Covenants and Affirmations of Faith.

TABLE OF THE LORD

Gonzalez, Catherine G. General Assembly Mission Board, PCUS BOOK

A general introduction to the understanding of the sacraments in the Reformed tradition.  Helpful resource for Sessions 

and committees on worship and education.  Parents can be better informed as they consider their children's participation 

in the Lord's Supper.  Also good for church school classes and new members.

THEOLOGY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER

Wangerin, Jr., Walter Augsburg Fortress, 1999 BOOK

Beautifully illustrated by award-winning artist Gerardo Suzan, this is a wonderfully imagined story of God’s power and 

love joined in the baptism event - a story that will grow richer in meaning each time the book is read.  Following the story 

are pages of illustrated thoughts and ideas to trigger family discussion about the significance of baptism, its links to God’s 

biblical story, and to the lives of the readers.

WATER, COME DOWN! THE DAY YOU WERE BAPTIZED

Brusselmans, Christiane and Brian A. Haggerty Silver Burdett BOOK

A Roman Catholic program of instruction for First Communion with written materials for parents, teachers, children, and 

celebrants.

WE CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST, READING BOOK

Brusselmans, Christiane and Brian A. Haggerty Silver Burdett BOOK

A Roman Catholic program of instruction for First Communion with written materials for parents, teachers, children, and 

celebrants.

WE CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST: GUIDELINES FOR PARENT

AND CATECHIST

Orbis Video/Fisher Productions VIDEO

Hosted by Henri Nouwen, this video shows how the Eucharist is an intensely human event, revealing the deepest of 

human experience:sadness and loss, attentiveness and invitation, intimacy and engagement.

WITH BURNING HEARTS
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